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A Homeowner’s Guide to
Expanding for a Growing Family

Create more space without leaving your home

TCR Builders

Why Expand Instead of Move?

As your family grows, so do your space needs. Whether it's a new baby, teenagers needing privacy,
extended family moving in, or the need for a dedicated home office, many homeowners quickly begin to feel
cramped. While moving may seem like the natural next step, it isn't always the most practical — or
cost-effective — solution.

Expanding your current home allows you to stay in the neighborhood you love while customizing your space
to fit your family’s evolving lifestyle. Instead of adjusting your life to fit a new house, you can design your
home to fit your life.
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Save Money

Moving comes with significant expenses — realtor
commissions, closing costs, moving services, higher
property taxes, and potentially a higher mortgage rate.
Expanding allows you to invest that money directly into
improving your current property and building long-term
equity.

Cusbtomize for
the Fubure

An addition gives you the opportunity to design exactly
what your family needs now and in the years ahead —

whether that’'s more bedrooms, a private suite, or flexible

multi-generational space.

. crm@tcrbuilders.com
(516) 727-3060

Stay Where You're
Esbablished

Your home is more than walls — it's community, schools,
neighbors, and routines. Expanding allows you to
maintain stability while upgrading your living
environment.

Expansion Option o Consider

Every property has different possibilities depending on lot size, structure, and local zoning. Below are some of
the most effective ways homeowners create additional living space.

1. Add a Dormer

Many homes with sloped roofs have hidden potential. If your second floor or attic feels tight, dark, or
unusable due to angled ceilings, a dormer can dramatically transform the space.

A dormer is a vertical extension built into the slope of an existing roof. By raising part of the roofline outward,
it creates full ceiling height and usable square footage while also allowing for standard-sized windows. This
not only increases space but improves comfort and natural light.
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Best For: Ideal Uses:

* Cape-style homes * New bedroom

 1%-story homes « Expanding a primary suite

* Homes with unfinished or partially finished * Home office or study area
attics

* Properties where expanding outward is limited

Why Homeowners Choose It:

Dormers maximize existing square footage without reducing yard
space, making them a cost-effective expansion option.
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Project: Valley Stream, NY

2. Build a Second Story

For single-story homes that feel crowded, building upward can be a game-changing solution. Instead of
expanding into your yard, a second-story addition adds an entirely new level above your existing structure.

This option is ideal for families who need significant additional space — such as multiple bedrooms,
bathrooms, or a private primary suite — but want to preserve outdoor areas for children, pets, or

entertaining.
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Best For: Ideal Uses:

* Ranch-style homes * Children’s bedroom level

« Small lot properties « Private primary suite retreat

* Families planning long-term residence * Home office wing

* Neighborhoods where larger homes increase

* Multi-room expansion
property value

Why Homeowners Choose It:

A second story can nearly double living space and dramatically increase property value.

Note: A structural evaluation is required to confirm your foundation can support an additional level.
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3. Add an Accessory Apartment (ADU)

As multi-generational living becomes more common, accessory apartments are growing in popularity. An
ADU (Accessory Dwelling Unit) is a fully functional secondary living space with its own kitchen, bathroom,
sleeping areaq, and often a private entrance.

This type of addition provides flexibility — it can serve as a space for aging parents, adult children, guests, or
even rental income (where permitted by local zoning).

Can Be Creabed By: Ideal Uses:

° Converting a basement ° Homes with larger lots

Remodeling a garage - Families planning for long-term shared living

* Building a rear or side addition

Constructing a detached backyard unit

Why Homeowners Choose It:

An ADU provides independence within proximity — offering privacy while keeping loved ones close.

Always confirm zoning regulations before proceeding.
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4. Creabe a Mother-and-Daughter Layout

A mother-and-daughter configuration allows two generations to live under one roof while maintaining
comfort and partial separation. Unlike a fully separate apartment, this setup often shares utilities but
includes distinct living areas.

This arrangement is ideal for families caring for aging parents or for households that prefer shared living
while maintaining privacy.

Best For: Ideal Uses:

° Larger single-family homes ° In-law suite
- Walk-out basements - Private lower-level living quarters
* Families planning long-term co-living * Semi-separate living arrangement

Why Homeowners Choose It:

It strengthens family support systems while reducing housing expenses and
maintaining independence.
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5. Add a Seasonal Room (Sunroom)

Sometimes a full addition isn’t necessary to create meaningful extra space. A seasonal room — often
referred to as a sunroom — is an enclosed structure with expansive windows designed primarily for use
during warmer months.

It serves as a flexible space for relaxation, entertaining, or simply enjoying natural light year-round.

Best For: Ideal Uses:

* Homes with backyard space * Playroom
« Families who entertain « Reading room
* Properties with scenic surroundings * Dining area

« Family gathering space

Why Homeowners Choose It:
It's one of the most cost-effective ways to increase living space while enhancing indoor-outdoor connection.
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Before You Build
* Review local zoning and building codes » Esbablish a realistic construction budgebt

« Confirm property setbacks and lot coverage < Hire licensed professionals
limits
* Secure all required permits
* Assess foundation and structural capacity

Your Home Has More Pobtential Than You Think

A growing family doesn’t always require a new address. With proper planning and expert guidance, your
current house can evolve into the ideal space for your family’s future.

Take bh first Step — Free Consultation

Every home is different. Every family’s needs are unique.

That’'s why we offer a FREE, no-obligation consultation to evaluate your home and help you understand the
best expansion options available to you.

During your consultation, we will:

* Assess your current layout * Explore structural possibilities
* Discuss your family’s goals * Provide guidance on the most cost-effective
solutions

* Review zoning considerations

You may have more potential in your home than you realize.
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Too Busy? We offer a Pre-Construction Agreemenb

We understand that life is busy. If you're serious about expanding but don’t have the time to coordinate
multiple professionals, our Pre-Construction Agreement streamlines the entire process for you.

We handle everything upfront so your project is organized, accurate, and ready to build.

Our Pre-Consbtruction Services Include:

* Architectural Plans * Front Elevation Renderings
* Expeditor Services & Permit Filing * Detailed, Transparent Construction Estimate

e Licensed Architect Coordination

This process eliminates surprises, reduces delays, and ensures you move
into construction fully prepared.

Build Smart. Build Confidently.

Before you consider moving, let’s explore what'’s possible.
Stay in the home you love.
Increase your property value.

Create the space your family deserves.

Schedule your FREE consultation today and discover the
potential inside your home.
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